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The Dehesa system

What is the DEHESA system?




The Dehesa system: Threats



The Dehesa system: Threats
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Could be possible?
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The role of shrubs
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The role of shrubs
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Questions

Dehesa system was created to promote the grass layer
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Questions




Experimental Design
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Experimental Design




effects of TREES on pasture PRODUCTION and SPECIES composition
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effects of TREES on pasture NUTRIENT CONTENT
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effects of Cistus on pasture PRODUCTION and SPECIES composition
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effects of CISTUS on pasture NUTRIENT CONTENT
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effects of Retama on pasture PRODUCTION and SPECIES composition
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effects of RETAMA on pasture NUTRIENT CONTENT
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Conclusions

Trees showed a marked effect on pasture layer. Indeed they reduced
the total production and shift the species composition compared with
open areas. However pasture growing underneath trees improved
their nutrient content specially N.

The effect of shrubs on pasture is very contrasted, from a quasi-
complete annulations of pasture production (Cistus), up to a
reinforcement of pasture yield and quality (Retama).

Cistus reduced significally pasture production and quality with a
significant diminution in N content but with no effects on species
composition.

While Retama increased pasture production and quality, in terms of N
content, with a similar effect than trees on species composition.

Overall, shrubs have marked effects on pasture layer with the potential
to alter the species distribution and quality .




University of Extremadura. Forestry School of Plasencia

-

Victor Rolo Romero
rolo@unex.es



