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Background of this paper is a 
research project with the 
objective of a status analysis 
of extensive grasslands in the 
South - West of Germany

- Pulling together existing data 
(e.g. statistics, mappings)

- Interviews with farmers (n= 70) in 
areas with distribution / 
concentration of hnv grasslands



Remarks on the 
biodiversity issue



Legal obligations:

w Convention on Bio -

diversity from Rio de 
Janeiro (1992)
w Gothenburg aims / 

obligations of the EU -
member states
w IUCN Countdown 
campagne 2010 ñstop 
the lossñ
w EU Habitats & Birds 
directives / NATURA 
2000 approach
w National plans of the 
EU-member states to 
challenge the 
biodiversity decline

HNV farmland 
distribution based 
on the inventory of 
semi - natural grass -
land vegetation in 
the EU



1 Lowland hay -meadows (6510)

2 Mountain hay -meadows (6520)

3 Dry heathland (4030)

4

Formations with Juniperus 
communis on calcareous heaths 
or grassland (5130)

5
Karstic calcareous grasslands 
(6110)

6
Xeric sand calcareous grasslands 
(6120)

7
Formations on calcareous 
substrates (6210)

8

Formation with Nardus stricta on 
silicious substrates in mountain 
areas (6230)

9
Molinia meadows on chalk or clay 
(6410)

10 Alkaline fens (7330)

List of NATURA 
2000 extensive 
grassland types 
for the South -
West of Germany
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w Very crude 
differentiation of 
extensive grasslands

w Botanists / 
Phytogeographers 
distinguish only in 
Germany ca. 80 
different types

w Central European 
extensive grasslands 
are a major contri -
bution of Europe to 
the global biodi -
versity heritage



1950 1980 2010

total 
grassland

884.000 650.000 545.000

hnv % 90 % 20 % 10 % 

Development of grasslands 
with hnv properties for the 
State of Baden - Württemberg 
according to expert opinions 
and monitoring programmes


