Conservation characteristics of maize cultivars ensiled as whole-crop,

cob or stover at sequential stages of maturity.
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3. Results

Figure 1. DM concentration and total fermentation products Figure 2. Effects of harvest date on fermentation products of

whole-crop maize (C) and cob (D)
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4. Conclusions

»Later harvesting resulted in a more restricted fermentation due to increasing DM concentration.
»High biomass crops had a more extensive fermentation due to their lower DM concentration.
»The proportion of total fermentation products in both whole-crop and cob silages that is lactic acid

decreased with later harvesting, indicating a shift from homofermentative to heterofermentative lactic
acid bacteria activity.
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